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ON THE NATURE AND ADVANTAGES OF TRUTH; 

AND " 

OF SINCERITY IN THE PROFESSION OF IT. 



WHEN the artful and wickcd'^Pxlate wiflied to 
draw from Jcfus Chrift the acknowlecfgmcnt, 
that he was a king, the McfBah not only affured him,* 
that his kingdom was not of this world, but addrefTed 
hiifnin thefe ftrikjng words: << For this end was I 
<« bom, ahd^fbr this caufe cimc I into the world, that! 
k «* might bear witnefs unto the truth." John xviii. 37.' 
*^ Pilate faid unto him, what is truth ?" v. 38. 

If this gueftion be put with'the defire of xnforma-- 
tion, none can be^-nibre importSDit/ 

It is probable, however, that the Roman governor 

was little interefted to receive^ inftrufbioii from Jefus 

Chrift, bu^ was rather defirbus to procure from him 

^ what Would juftify his approaching condemnation. 

- Gladly would Pilate #have haid nothing to do with 

him ; but he himfelf had been guilty of fo much injuf- 

tice and oppreiiion, that he durfl not reGft the clamor-' 

ous demand of the Jews for the crucifixion^ of •the- 

McfSah. . • 

His deeds might have come to light, and he have 

* been deprived of his governmient, if he had oppofedi' 

the proceedings of the Jews againft one acciifed of fe-* 

I ditious and treafonable pra^lices** • , -'i^ 
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In fuch cijreumftances^thereforei it U moft probable, 
that Pilate meant only to deride or to confound Jefus 
Chrift by the qpeftion, vjhat is truth f His meaning 
might be, << The children of men are to various in 
their fentiments,. that it is difficulty if not impoffible, 
to know who are in the right. Amidft the endlefs fpe* 
culations of the enquiring, who can point out what is 
certain^ and truc^ Isr it not^, then, cafie^ fafev, and 
better, to fit down contented with what is already c^- 
tainly known ; and to remain in perfe£l ignorance and 
indtfTerence concemingpthe reft .of the truth?" 

If fuch werc'Pilate's^notions, there is little dif&rence 
betiivven them and^ another interpretation,' which haa 
been put upon^hit words. 

They,' wha enquire in fo carelefs* and fcoffing. a man«- 
neri^ <* what is tr»thy? avelikelieft to. adopt the other 
meaning attributed to the (jueftion, of the governor^ 
f < what is truth t^snef" 

« H it bd fo difficult to be acquired^ the children of 
mtn/* it may be thought, " might as wcll^ on in. their 
errors, as waftc their time in fo uncertain- and fruitlefs 

afeardrr 

^ Pilate, howevcTr f«t in. the feat of judgment, an* 
^as not fo mnch concerned for the truth in general,, as 
fprfome ducto dired him i^ fa perplexing a cafe,. as 
the trial of JeAis Chrift. 

. His teftimohy,^ in fuch circumftaneef, to the inno- 
cence of the Mcfliah, is trUlj^valuabtel and his foUcitude 
tpreleafe-him, manifcfted a faint glimmering of honeft 
integrity in his breaft. . But his fcropks were foon o- 

▼ercome; 
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Tercome ; ahd he was oUiged,- from intereft or .policjf 
^o yield 4ptkt i^pox%\3^nitj of tibe ciucl aiid^aliciodi 
Jews. 

Butj*wavipg thci d^fquffionpf thisi(abjed9 it i8 pro- 

«pofad rto..€9nfider ibe twp me^mqgs put upon FUatefs 

qneftiqa ; to ih9V thnt jiU «»qn « ave born> and come into 

^ *<^ tbeiwprld to tieart^tncKb ui|to the tiut^i" and to 

*)ay down the Tal$9 for its ;acquifitiop. 

It is Qot tVOCQn^il^Qn for Ij^ht and worldly minds V> 

alk Pilate's queftion, << what is truth ?" Having n^t 

.becin;b4bituat6d to ferious and attentive refleAion, and 

«iioiici9g.Uie diver fified opinions even of the enquirii^g, 

they too haftily conclude it-to fbe a phantom or delaGvfe 

. rappeafai\ee ovadfog tte fearqh. 

TM^Y$ 'wbpfcjbqarts are fet.fipqntpj^afufe, are-averfe 
ito^ko trouble /Qf 4t^ng feiM;r|itbj andihavenot fi^^nR- 
DdfsoftiiiiQd.enQiigh for what ibioy deem fo. afduoHs 
jMoA painful an tinq^ttny. 

.fiuoh ifts :<ftimate 4tft^ty thing 'by it» iwoildly profit 
or k&>}af(elitder4t(pi^'d<for a p««fmr,. wbich« ftsrth«jr 
imagine, will notiidd totiheir wedltbi but^r^^itbeftiof 
^ 43»iti»^b^ejOf jtabe a way ^fn)m ithem^n opportunity 
.^f ftoqui«iog more. AU^ijicfe a& in a jooringrmanii^j 
»^< « what is itiiuth i*' Ax^d, '£rom the. little fiieeeTs jBtcsnti- 
ing^thcit (iipeiificial>iiiqnirie8,Karc too seady to affiim, 
^^t'Stis of Uttle^troith^jandtoifayi <<wfhftt:is truth 

XetAt iscnatui^l.and Teafonahle^rto iput «befe q^<f- 
^tions; afnd ]wh«h !they are put by fetious and ho^oft 
.minds, ith^y .are :entidedTto4i)igent;coafidoration; iatfd 
.demand a plain. and explicit aufiver. 

A z What, 
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What, then, is truth ? 

^ Generally fpeaking, it is a conformity between the 

nature of things and the ideas of the mind. 

If the children of men had not a capacity to judge 

between what is true* and what is falfe, it wo\ild not 

indeed be to any piirpofe to aik, " what is truth ?** But 
' as long as it is allowed that their fenfes give faithful 

reprefentations 6{ objeAs, fo long it muft b* admitted 

that they may arrive at a degrfce of certtiiHty in their 

notions. 

They naturally prefer fome thing to others; and, 

from what they fee and hear, they may draw rational 

and probable conclufions*. 
For inftance, there cannot be any doubt, whether 

twice two be or be not four ; nor whether things which 
are equal to the feme thing, be or be not equal to one 
•another. Upon fuch plain and undeniable principles, 
however, the great truths of fcience arc founded. The 
wife have rifen from thcfe fimple and unqueftipnable 
afTertions, to thofe heights of wifdom and knowledge, 
which are fo juftly valued and admired. 

But, in general, truth reds upon experience and ob- 
•f<^rvation. Hence, little dependence can be placed on 
thofe theories and fpeculations, which have not had 
fafts for their bafis. Almoft every thing, however, 
reds upon probability alone. None but perfc£l beings 
can attain to abfolute and univerfal certainty. Is, 
then, probability unworthy of trufl; or are mankind 
materially deceived by acting continually upon it? 
Whatever dependence they may reafonably place up- 
on it, the fame degree of aiTur^tice they may have of 

arriving 
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arriving at truth. Upon this prefumptioti the whole 
buGnefs of human life is founded, fo that mankind are 
either totally deluded, or there is fuch a thing as truth, 
which they may attain. The inquiring indeed may 
not ever be at a {land in their refearchcs, or ever ar- 
rive at a point which they cannot pafs. Nothing more 
cnn be meant by the perfedibiltty of human nature^ 
than that none can fay how m\ich they are capable of im- 
provement ; or fix a place, beyond which it is not pof- 
ffble to proceed. The children of men are then capa- 
ble of attaining the truth ; which ttfually anfes from 
the attentive confideration of what is probable or like- 
ly, and is eftablifhed upon experiflkent and fa£l. 

If' any be defiroos to know what is the truth in any 
particular kinds of knowledge, they muft.dired them- 
felves by thofe general principles which lead .to cer- 
tainty in the common affiurs of life* Do any wifli, for 

' irjftance, to become acquainted with moral and reli- 
gious truths, they muft procure att the informatioa 

- in their power, before they can decide which is th^ 
moft probable and certain. Surely all will allow it to 
be a moral, truth, that what promotes their greateft 

' happinefs in the end, it is their intereft and their du^ 

' ty to perform. 

Some have maintained truth to be the teft of virtue 
itfelf ; as if alt who' did wrong were guilty of deceit. 
in one fcnfe they arc. They at leaft deceive them- 

* felves,' and miilake their true intereft. The beft no- 
tion bf virtue then is, that it is moft productive of laft- 
ihg and folid happinefs. 

' - . A J Truth 
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. Xfinth 18 « bmnch lof vjrtu^y ibut ^no^ng move* 

WbiUt there iare ia msiny difimtes amo^g vianUnd 
OKI t)ie ftibjed 4tf T^iosy |»me ms^f t^ii^k k Tiu4iks)f 
Ibat^he ti^iUblfliQaklrever ht attained^ Aad of JUde^cof^ 
^UffiMiie w4»et)ipt'it^:oriiat. If*Jioweter,a^ycs.€|dUfbp 
ilnett^^klvpby lUEUl'ttiefeiFpesieiice of4«aHkifK)9iaU eC- 
iedavinttft fbave $4ef nate ciaufcaj^'Coi^prebendi^g tbci^* 
ibliW-M4 |b«ir 4m»i4b9. ^nce^ if we icoofida thcfsfp- 
I^eata9<:e8 -and tQDdfs^cwt^ otfrna/^^v^i vcs^fon wiU^cooh 
4«ftfASftp aM4fiBf3>pwQrftil»^and good ^Beit^gs <^e cm* 
ator of.|U llBQgSi What4iS9raeof «ci4ei&iMi is no^eft- 
^y/^r ifieidifcovjcry-fCtf >tbi8 «Qith».or ^irt^jthirtat mm in 
^ tbe ^»flB»pffii^ Qf.dtviaei«Mlatipnj ini^ibiffi vft- 
Jul fii))je£fcB {0r hwomx ^nqphj. ^Wbeo ^ade^koo^qi^ 
ri^r^fgffovi^ j^lf to<he i>a^rtfkieafi>nr«{ina«ikind4'W<ho 
iraulfcl be Ipftfin uiifafdiomid^^ifikiil^^ 
A^p^tian of lan mHsU^ept umiferfel icanle. 
- Ujcc Obft nrfttio^ rfinay 4>e ^illiod lo thie ^oArine 
'Af ia {ittMie iftftte. Jf iibe chJMve« of in«[9 be rbut for 
;folUiT«id :gQod r^aToiia pwrCiiadcid of iM 'trutl^b it m^y 
*feemjrsitber imafuKeritfl -tp&me f&epi wba^^oi^gin -tbe 
knowledge of it fprang» I myfelf afcribe it^t^oQce^ 
::to divine jvovekition i but ^ihese ' ar^e -various preftvmp' 
/1&WW in its f&voii^ whicb bave ^r^at wqght with 
..Hi4aiPi«]g:porf(ins, asdioicline^hemtio admit tbe doic- 
trine aisjaid down 4n the Gofpc), and^conficmed Jtyr 'tbe 
^efilrreabn of Jefus Cbf ift. Tbe e;irides^ . for iuch 
an extraordinary occurrence flmuid he exainiiiiedJSike 
•abat of any hiftorical citciMnftance whatever ; and de* 

termined 
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IMT !roj^ t)iik^ t0ft imony :of oiie anoiiicr . 

Jt 16 m| duty 4o dcckm, tbtt 1 4o Qot.daim.die«a(- 
ient of Hte«nqttirii«'to^»ijr.ot|ier feUgioiupriiicipki 
tban tbofe jvhioh hsM(o4>€efi dcftuied. In. tbialenfcty 
^otefevef I have (endoavcfttr^d fto point out ^lier^ii«£. 
itiotly ^^ what b itiMb^" ritfd Ji^ve b^n infenl}U|E9 
^thougbiiii^id«ntd}]y» led ^ ipoim ovft . the loethod biy 
iwbich tt<may beiacgiOTdi. «Ciln«it^ih«n be tre^lbnably 
fUtbddy^^batiiB fitch 4f nth^tO'tbe cbUdsentef «ien ? r{t ^^ 
<«ec]r tbb^. NotUfig oft«i4>e irmc «yd«^bicror;pii9olqtt|. 
^Nothing can <bptit0r!kiid7ihem.<lO'ai%b^ott8<ooiurfeo£ 
coadstifb^Ttban tbe ittiimifte ^ the 4if ii|e c^^mplffraHd 
the hope of a favourable acceptance with their he^Kft* 
"lynralfaiBC* 

; jitij^tirem«n8<fQ4)«bit toiHitbeimcMMfig: aod adnata, 
aiagea of^MCsky* SAao ^eaiiaot alirajia ^peii ^e^i ift^^ 
-]»€aiifesdief.d6 stQt t^iv^irbiiQ^ it. T^/m^fpe^k 
error, believing it to be truth. Tboy-'ibciiild iodead 
"be tottimis.of <pf)eadiiig :vbt/t«is ^uAoeftawb; ;bitt they 
-nev^ ought ^ i^ciric iwiiat»ih«)r 4iioiir^lo'be uatnie. 
• Sincerity., tbe%iil thisfoftfotmily df ^tg^ttbaw^qA 
>behavkiuinwiihahclboagbt»#i»dfeii^esiiardf^Kc>s^. 
litiBsfoanded.^ofi iauo«oii€)BriHNl^fimpti«ily,falMi:i8 fatal- 
ly averfe to any kind of decrit. lUoMr Jinte of 4tJs 
:>fottnd UK^be ^vorld ( ;Th0y >afe'doMifd r^aataiHf ^^A 
idc^iftd a&aumxpdFiftiijred, <wbo nferjini^uAife^/in tbe 
A<art8.ibf )6ratid»iwiUfiW *^t9ii do «ieti fiittfur rlefHiaeiua 
^4ifierdRtifirani^tfacf ithougbtsiof ihfirkofKtf I 

in^imnL and'iuhnvJlilifet aiMfiglhe<diAkre«itpfp. 
. • • • - - -i ' ' : rWRwia 
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feflions and employments of mankind| iTrom the cot- 
tage to the court, duplicity and diffimulation are found 
greatly prevalent and abounding. In vain do any ex- 
pe£t even thofe, who feem retired from the more pub- 
lic haunts of men^ to be free from the influence of this 
*gencral contagion. The diforder has fpread {o widely, 
that, doubtlefs, many think the bufinefs of mankind 
could not go on without it. Sages themfeive's have 
profefled to. vindicate the propriety of difiembling ; and 
the (childten of mirth add wit have ever been ready to 
acknowledge, that were they ftriAly to. adhere to 
truth, their talents would be entirely loft, and they 
would not any longer be able to fet the table in a 
roar. 

To fuch an extent has the evil fpread, that fome* 

'times the friends of truth really know not on what or 
whom to depend } all reports ai« regarded as almoft 

- equally fallacious, and common fame has been brand- 
ed as a common liar. 

Whdnvonce a departure rs made from truth and da* 
ty, it is without doubt difficult to draw the line, be- 
yond which ncMie (hould proceed* In one ipftance de- 
ceit may feem advantageous, but it may not be in the 

^ next ; and it muft be pernicious and ufelefs, whenever 

' it is in the leaft fufpefied. 
' Though there be not in faft any deception^ yet* the 
mind is corrupted by an intended deviation from truths 
and prepared to difregard it for the fake of pleafure or 
intereft. I forbear particular : There would be ao 
end in detailing' .them. .Mankind allow themfelvis in 
thou&nds of pra£tices inconiiftent with iincerity and 

truth. 
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truth. What vain compliments, what empty, unmean- 
ing, and falfe phrafcs do they ufe ! 

Thcfc may be difmiflcd with the obfenratioti, that, 
as they are of little fignification, they arc of no value, 
and fliould be dropped by thofe who have any regard 
for the fimplicity of truth- 

. In the commerce of mankind. Sincerity takes the 
name of Faithfulnefs. Without doubt there would be 
'an end to the whole intercoutfc of focicty, if the chil- 
dren oJF men could not in general depend upon one 
-another. Hence they are taught to be faithful to their 
engagements, promifes, and oaths. If this be morality, 
they (hould be careful not to enter into any engage- 
ments, not to make any promifes, not to take any 
oaths, inconfiftent with juftice and virtue. Though 
they have promifcd or fworn to do wrong, they ag- 
gravate their guilt by the performance, Herod com- 
mitted a grievous error, when he promifcd with an 
oath to give the daughter of Herodias whatever (he de- 
manded ; but his wickedncfs was ftill greater when he 
fcnt for the head of John the Baptift. He would un- 
doubtedly have been jufti6ed in refufing the rcqueft. 
Where duty is clearly feen, oaths and promifes can 
*only bind to the performance.' Even in matters of ap- 
parent indifference, if any make unconditional engage- 
ments, they difappoint and deceive others, they prepare 
themfelves for deception, and fet an example for the 
Icfs fcrupulous to exceed. 

Much is faid in favour of fecrecy, without conGder- 
ing whether what is entrufted be for the benefit of 
mankind to be told. 

I 
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Ido not fee how good peifoos can be t^tlj 4^ 
firous to be acquainted with feerets. If enroriaud yice 
had nej^erbeen concealed, thc^y would. not. have obtain- 
ed fo wide a fpread% Ezppfe <he^j and their Yotarics 
t9xt aihamed. Expofethemj and they yaniOiaway* 

Where then, it may be aftqd, 13 the <;on|dcnce of 
frieodfliip ? but I anfwer,' how can there be friendfliip 
without virtue ? and ia it not yirtuQUS to make friend* 
ihip itfclfrgiye way to the .general good? Pofiihly.in 
ibme inftances it nay not be r^ht not to tell whate- 
Ter is Jcnown ; but in all .cafes the children .of .n>^ 
ftiould try their iconduift vby thejgreat rulcof juftii?^, 
and by the profpcfl of promoting the(Uimo(ltd^»V 
^of felicity. It becomes them to do their ♦duty,, wiie- 
iher jihey be .bound to it or x^t. Noihifig, it 49 obviou^^ 
jcan biad them to what is wrong. 3ut,4t.n[uuy >e,aflQ- 
jed, who (hall judge conceri^iog «WfQng .and dghti 
What, ihould not tbcgreateft happintfsJ^e the^o{!^ 
of n^n!$ endeavours j and have not chijiftians ^eidbp 
^d the word of God to .dired^them- ^n tj^e. purfuiti 
It is the duty of ^11 to inform ^heir 'minds ^ndtOrCii- 
lighten their confciences; but, after all, j>rivate JH4fi* 
^m^nt.muft be* their ^.guide. This is the divinity ^«bi<^ 
dwells .within them} the repreientative .pf God ,hi 
jtheir .minds^ TJie ,pQwer of foifce ^cann^t JT'pbdue it. 
Jt will not 'yield, rbu t to ireaian and)perfuaiion. 
. Jt is the^uty of mankind to preferve it piure and it>- 
violate; and to fupply it with all .^ncceiravy and ufef^l 
information. In ^the day of trial it will ftaad the 
^iendof fuch as/pqiSb&Ulj and. will ike^p lhem;ttnfpo(^ 
ted by the world. 

Thcfe 
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TftWfe fiS^ds of trnth, Acfe cdtifclentiotis ami tipw 
ifgIA dizrzOkr^f ^ilf not accommodate or conceal t!Ktr 
notiotrsr, nor glofi and' varnilli' thbm over with a £iir 
iXeW of wo^s^ capable of different meanings; Tfief 
Wilt not fcriipte tD'teH th^hote tratlr: they ¥^ not 
tkm% to declate the whMe wiH of God. If anj keepr 
lilrck a part^ which thejr apprehend may prore painftif 
Of oflfenfive, if wilf ftoott t^feetfy that they have had re^ 
cotxrfi^ to unfair meiliods intfie caufeof trmhy and the 
Whole hotf of cfrofff, prejudiced and' fapcrftkionff, wiff 
Be raifed, tefore reafbn- can" come widi 'M Mt force to 
the attack. 

Siich (hbt6(ight^d' creattkrels; a^ the children of men, 
ffiOttlrfnot do evil, that good nJay cOnie. Duty is clear, 
aud the eonfequences are in* th'e'powerof a£^ehig, whb^ 
has appointed all thli^gs for the beft^ and decreed that 
air tliingd (halT work togeth^ for th^ good of Aoftr 
who love God and ke^phfi comniandments. SnoWu 
ledge is pbWer ; and'tfaere is a native rti^j^f, an inter** 
nial ftrengtU, a wimilng fo^e of periuafioi), in the fint^^ 
pKcitf of truth, which nbthing can' efi^dualfy refift or 
overcome. Check it, and it fpririgs up again. Re^ 
strain it, and it breaks forth anew. Strike' it^ ahd it 
ihines the more. Opprefs if, and it riftr indignant. 
Like the patient. camomile, the more it is trampled 
upon, th6 more it flburiCies. It id of God, and cannot 
be overthrown. To adopt a popular play upon words, 
the force of argument mufll overconye the argunkent 
of force. 

They, who laugh and fne'er at the prejudices of 
shankind, irritate much more than they whb uniform^ 

Jy 
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Ijr and ferioufl7'Oppofe them without any difguife or 
concealment. . Nay, when any part of the. truth is 
thought to be hidden, fome mean and interefted mo- 
tive is often fufpe£ted. Son^e may fancy, that they 
are laying the foundation for future enquiries, by a 
partial difplay of the principles of reafon; but they 
are not aware how their notions and arguments may 
be perverted to the moft dangerous and violent purpo- 
fcs. The feeds of the French revolution were fown, 
it is faid, by philofophers under the monarchical fyftem, 
which fo fettered their enquiries, that they ufed ridi- 
cule as the ted of truth, called in the aid of irony, or 
feebly drew fome of the out-lines of reafon, in cxpedla- 
tion that pofterity would fill them up. Impartial hif- 
tory, at a more diftant period, may dcfcribc the confc- 
quences. A flood of light hath indeed been poured 
upon the European world -, in many countries men's 
minds have undergone a total revolution ; but the form- 
er too cautious mode of propagating truth, combining 
with its later fudden burft, among thofe, who have, 
been rather dazzled with its fplcndor, than enlighten- 
ed and cheated with its rays, has alarmed the ignorant, 
and ranged the prejudiced and narrow-minded in mar- 
tial array againft principles, which had tq long been 
kept fecret by the children of philofophical enquiry. 

Like errors have been committed in ^England by 
thtfe who call thcmfelves Difl'entcrs, when, inconfift- 
ently with their principles, they have attempted to aft as 
a body in the ftate. As they chanced to be fecking the 
repeal of the Teft laws at the time when the French 
revolution was proceeding, the clamor was foon raifed, 

that 
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that they were atmmg at the overthrow of what is calU 
ed the Britift conftitution, for the fake of procuring 
power to themfelves* It is well known how folicit<* 
OU3 they have fince been, and with wivat little fuccefa^ 
to (how how well they are afeded to the government. 
Some were fimple enough to declare, that, if they 
could but obtain the repeal of the Teft laws^ they 
would never aflc for any thing more. How ridiculous 
it was for them thus to attempt to fetter their own in- 
quiries, and to check their own exertions ! 

They began at the wrong cnd^ and proceeded in a 
wrong way. Their error, it mud be owned, was mine 
loo. Time and pcrfuafion ferve the caufe of truth far 
more efTedually than ailbciations. The DifltHtersare 
ever tailing againft the do£lrines and forms of particu^ 
lar edablifhed church/cs. Had they uniformly obje£led 
to the principle of eftablifliilnents, as corrurpttng and de- 
feating the good ends of religion, their fucccfs, in thcii 
individual capackies, for what they apprcbchd the 
•caufe of truth, would have been greater. The taw^ 
cour of do£trinat difputes would have died away. 
Se6ls and parties would have been loft in the fearch 
for truth. Were temporal rneereft out of tbequeftion, 
all would agree to differ. Certainly the kingdom of 
Chrift is not of this world; and time will be, whca it 
Omll become the common cry of rejoicing, « Babylon, 
" fpiritual Babylon, is fallen, h fallen 1** Thefe inftati- 
ces are adduced, to (hew the impropriety of a partial 
difplay of truth. 

There is, perhaps, much room for difcuflton upon 
the fubjed. I appeal to hoaeft and r£iie£iing minds. 

B Many 
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Many are, indeed, very averfe to teM painful truths ; 
but they (hould recoUea, how eager the officious and 
the talkative arc to fprcad them* Thus, as in many 
other inftances, thofe decline the office, who are beft 
qualified for the execution. The wife and good (hould 
really be «iore zealous in the caufe of truth. Other- 
wife they reft its whole defence on thofe who are lea ft 
fitted for the work 5 on the angry, the clamorous, the 
prejudiced, and the wicked. What, though temporal 
inconveniences (hould attend the plain and total decla- 
ration of the fentimcnts of the enquiring, they do their 
duty \ their minds muft be happy and at^afe ; the virtu- 
ous will encourage them; God will approve them ; the 
world will amend; and the truth will prevail. If 
thefe bleffings be not fufficient, let them be contrafted 
with the evils arifing from an oppofite condud ;, from 
guile, deceit, and treachery. If it be eonfidercd how 
confidence is dcftroyed, and the pleafure of focial in- 
tercoijriVis rooted up, by the praftice of infincerity, 
how the artful and the difhoneft arc often fnared in 
their own devices, furely reflcding minds will con- 
clu^de, that honefty is the befl policy i tbat integrity is 
a moft valuable treafure 5 and that nothing fo much be- 
comes the friends of truth, as a free and ingenuous 
temper. 

Even the frank acknowledgment ,of faults will be 
wfell received by the wife and good'. Hence, pcrfons 
may beledtodealhoneftly and fairly with thcmfelves, 
and to amend all thofe difpofitions which are contrary 
to rcafon and virtue. No kind of knowledge can be 
fo truly beneficial to the children of men, as the know- 
ledge 



•{ "'7 ) 

ledge of themfclves> and the true ftatc of their condi- 
tion and expeftations. Hence, they (hould- leain t6 
beware of that word kind of diflimulation, which goes 
by the name of Hypocrify.' Who does hot fee the wic- 
ked abfurdity of pretending to conceal themfelv^fe 
from the knowledge of the mod high God, of a Being 
* univcrfally and always prefent, who fees efFe£ts in their 
caufts, to whom the moft diftant futurity is prefent, 
and thofc things^ which are t6 be, fcem as if they were. 
Such is the extenfive nature and ufefulnefs of truths 
in a fpeculative, moral, and religious view. It com- 
prehends all valuable knowledge ; and requires the ut« 
moft, pureft) fincerity, in heart and life. It improves 
tind enlarges the minds of the children of men : 'i( 
teaches them to fcorn duplicity and meanncfs : it raifcs 
its friends above the world : it gains them the good- 
will of the worthy : and will finally entitle them to 
the approbation of their heavenly Father ; to the blcf* 
fednefs of that future ftate, which has been revealed 
in the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift. Hence, great rewards 
^re promifed to faith ; which, being founded on good 
principles and careful enquiry, cemented with integri- 
ty, and adorned with the pureft fincerity, is indeed the 
bed and nobleft difpofition of the human mind ; a dif- 
tinguifhed honor in times of danger and temptation ; a 
virtue of apoftolic growth, yet fit to be cultivated in 
every age ; and the beft pledge for the felicity of the 
heavenly world. As the excellence of a plant is deter- 
mined by the foundnefs of its root, fo the motives and 
intentions of the heart charadl^rize the aftions of 
mankind. 

B 2 Bat 
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But furely truth and fincerity preicnt the bed and 
nobleft motives for the growing improvemeot of the 
idifpofitions and behavioun 

"Where, then, arc they, who did not «« come into the 
^' world to bear witnefs unto the truth ?" 

But how muft truth be obtained ? In general, delin 
^crance muft be fought from every falfc bias, from cve«p* 
;ry unworthy prejudice, from whatever is inconfiftent 
with Feafon, and from whatever would lead mankind 
adray from the general good. 

But prejudice is fo mortal an enemy , to truth, that 
h demands a more ferious attack, and a more particu* 
hv confideratioii of its nature, evil, and cure. Thus* 
perhaps, will be furalibed the beft rules for the attain* 
ment of truth. 

Such is the intention, fuch the fubjeft, of the follows 
ing difcourfc, which forms a natural fequel to the 
preCent. 

As a proper clofc of this, be it obferved, that, . if 
chriftians apply for information to the everiafting Gof» 
pel, and pray for the afililance of the God of fincerity 
and truth, they will not, probably, be long in being 
blefled with all the moral advantages of fuch a trea* 
fure. Whilft they live, they will be ufcful; and when 
they die, they will be filled with the joyful hope of 
cverlafiing happinefs. 
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11. 

ON THE NATURE AND EVILS OP PREJUDICE. 

THERE are feveral paflagcs in the Gofpel> which 
place the force of prejudice in a ftriking point of 
view. When Jefus Chrift aftoniihed his countrymen 
'with his inftnidions, fo as to lead them to enquire, 
" Whence has this man this wifdom and thefc mighty 
works ?'* the voice of envy anfwered, « Is not this the 
•« carpenter's fon.*' Matthew xiii* 15. 

In the fame manner, when the oflReers of the chief 
priefts and pharifees, who weve fent to watch and fei2e 
the Mefliah, came back to dieir employers, and alledg* 
ed as a reafon for their not executing their commif- 
fion, ** Never man fpake like this man," thefe haughty 
men replied. Have ye alfo been deceived ? •* Hare 
"any of the rulers or of the pharifees believed on 
** him ? But the multitude, who know not the law, 
« are curfed." John vii, 46. 49. 

In all ages and nations it has been too common to 
*put like queftions, and to draw a like cohclufion, 
^ What do the great think of thefe matters ? Tis 
** pity, that the pearl of knowledge fhould be trodden 
** under the hoof of the fwiniffi multitude.** Such Is 
the hnguage of thofe who would keep mankind in ig- 
norance, barbarifm, and flavcry. 

When the cautious, timid, and worldly Nicodemus, 
•ft) far influenced by the love of truth, inquired, whe- 
ther the Jewifli law condemned ,any before their con- 
B 3 duel 
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du£l: and adiions were examined ? the prejudiced af- 
fcmbly exclaimed, « Doft thou too come out of Gali- 
•« lee ? Search and fee, for no prophet hath ever rifca 
«* out of Galilee/' v. 50. 53. 

Some have fuppofed that, after this declaration, the 
aflembly broke up in a tumultuous manner. It was 
a declaration, which flew in the face of truth. For 
Jonah and Nahum were of Galilee. Thus, an unexa- 
mined afTertion, though falfe, is often nfed to fupport 
the caufc of error and fuperftition. 

I know not, however, a ftrongcr or more ftriking in- 
ftancc of the force of prejudice, than that which is 
ihewn in the account of Nathaniel, at the end of the 
firft chapter of the Gofpcl of John. . To his chara£ler, 
Jefus Chrift bore a moft excellent teftimony, when he 
declared him to be << an Ifraelite indeed, in whom there 
was no guile." From his hiilory, however, it feems, as 
if fincerity itfelf could not altogether prcferve the chil- 
dren of men from the power of prejudice. The friends 
of truth may be honcft, yet if they be too indolent to 
enquire, their minds may be biafled by prepoflefiione, 
which are not founded on reafon or on fa£ts. Thus, 
when Philip invited Nathaniel to come and fee Jefusi 
wlio, he faid, anfwered to the, chara<f^er given of the 
Meffiah by Mofes and the prophets, even the guilelefs 
Ifraelite was fo prejudiced as to a(k, <'"Can any good 
come out of Nazareth ?" " Come and fee," replied 
the meek and inge:nuous Philip. He was not angry 
with his honed friend for being fwayed by a prejudice, 
from which perhaps he himfelf was but juft delivered. 

He 



He only wifhed'aiidmvttedhim to exatmne^^^mlf judge 
jfor hiiifclf. 

Let juftice be done to the charader of.NathanieL 
Though under ah undue bias> he was fo far open to 
convid;ion, as to comply with the invitation bf Philip. 
He went to fee Jef^s,' and vwa8> irom> certain citciMn- 
ftances^ which the hiftory does ndt fiilly explain^ fo 
perfuaded that he was the MciBah>thit aU hispr^judir 
CC8 vaniihed away, and he declared him to. be the Son 
of God, and the King of Ifrad.* 
. Thefe inftances from' the fcriptures may perhaps 
open the nature and force of prqudtce, flibw-lesincon- 
veniencies, difadtantages^ and evils^ and point out the 
nxode and rules for its cureV [In vain, as it has appear* 
ed, may any perfonsbe perfu^ded of the'nature and ex* 
cellence of truth, if they be under the influence of any 
wrong bias^ of any unreafonable {>repofle^pn* If they 
be under the dominion of prejudice they may go on iu 
error fox ever. ' ; ' 

Whatj'then, is prejudice ? . 

A prejudice is a* judg\nent formed before examina* 
tion, without examination, from indolence, hafte, or 
ipaffioni, with carckflncfs, or after a very f^perfici'al and 
.partial enquity^ agatnft$ qr in favour of, perfons or 
ibiaga^ audits, Imrfuitsj erajdoyments, fl^cctilations, ot 
principles. 

They, who would judge, fliquld compare ; and they, 
who compare, fliould be well acquainted with the ob- 
jedls of compatifon. - Thfe grkhd teriied/* then, for the 
difbrder of prejudice, is examination.— People muft 
« go and fee/* 

In 
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In tHc feqiid it it propofed to extmioe fotne of the 
ftriking pidiures of prejudice in general ; and ^ fome 
prejudioes in partiieixlar* 

If a pvqudioe be entertained againft perlba8> noi^ 
^Ing, which they can by or do, will feem right to 
thofe, who are diipofed to think evil of. them« Their 
facet are thought the deceitftii covtenngt of had faeatis, 
and the beft of their words or adioas maf of courfe ba 
fticvibed to mean defigne and unworthy motives. On 
the other hand, they who are ^ejndiced in favonr 
of others, affe nnwilUng to find any fault with them, 
and arer%eady on all occafiont to rindtcate the folly, 
or even wickedneft, of their condiid* 

Thefe prejudices are ftrikin^y exemplified in the be» 
haviour of fttch at unite themfehres with any particular 
party. The advocates for contrary opinions can do 
nothing right, and their own friends can do nothing 
wrong in their, eyes. 

They, who are prejudiced againft places, will be di& • 
pofed to fay with Nathaniel, Can any good thing come 
out of NazariBth t yet there Jefus Cbrift prepared his 
mind for the events of his fotmie life, and laid the 
foundation of that Gofpel, which it fitted to promote 
the everkAing happiaefii of ail the children of men. 
What have f^cfii to dp n^ gveatneft of ability, with 
excellence of charaftcr ? 

Fun many a gem of poreft ray ferene 
Tlie dark uaAitlMttVl CMret «f ocean bear i 
?AV nuny ^ 99wy Is )KMrq to blaih ili»(iM«, 
And wafte its fweetneff on the dcfert air. 

The 
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The children of men are indeed for the moft pare 
the creatures of the oircumftaxuxs in which thejr arc 
placed^ but few are found deftitute of a capacity for 
information and improvement. 

In the remotell haunts^ in the rudefti moft uncuiti* 
vated, and defolate fpots, the faculties of human nature 
are called into exertion. In the moft retired hamlet^ 
are found many a rural genius, the oracles and arti(l3 
of the place, who are encouraged to exer<:ife thofc 
powers of body and mind, which contribute to the ge« 
neral comfort, welfare, and happlnefs. 

They, who think no place or country equal to their 
pative foil, would do well to ftay there \ for» if tbey 
travel, they draw upon tfaemfelves the laughter and con? 
tempt of the world* Surely Britons are riiiog fuperior 
to this prejudice, which has juftly drawn upon them 
the ridicule of Europe; and are beginning to learn, 
that arts, knowledge, and liberty^ may flourifli on co»^ 
tinental ground. 

How conmu)n is it for mankind to defpife one anov 
ther's dudies, employments, and purfuits I Witttoul 
queflion, it is a noble office to fuperintend and iixtCt the 
cukivatioo and improvement of the mind and heart; to 
train up children in the way which is good & to teach 
the young id<ra how to (hoot ; to diftribute mentaJ, mo? 
ral, and religious information; to lay down the duties 
of human nature \ and to prepare tlie children of mtn 
for glory, honour, and immortality. By the cuAoms 
of the world, this office may be monopolized by a cer^ 
tain clafs; but it is obvioufly incumbent on parents 
and heads of families to provide fuch an education for 

their 
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^helr children and domeftics, as may render them tifc* 
ful now, and blcfftd for ever. Surely all who under- 
Hand religion have authority to teach it. In whatever 
ftation, employment, or profeffion, provided it be in- 
nocent, every rational being may and ought to make 
known the goodnefs of God, the duties and expefta- 
tions of the children of men-, or at Icaft, may and ought 
lb to exemplify the beauty and excellence of virtue, aS 
to induce others to purfue the fame track, which, if 
revelation be true, wHl end in everlafting happinefs, 
Any jnay be pious and good, in the field or in the city. 

The (hepherds of the plains may blefs God for his 
goodnefs^ and ufc their utmoft endeavours to deferre 
the heavenly kindncfs, by a faithful difcharge of all 
ihofe duties which religion demands. The meaneit 
ortiilsKare fufceptible of religious gratitude, and may 
leel the pleafure and reap the benefit of devotion in thd 
▼cry midft of their employments.- Whatever occupa- 
tion miniftera to the real happinefs and improvement 
of the mind^ may furely be followed with innocence 
tmd/virtue, and contribute to prepare the mind for ren- 
dering itfclf acceptable to God for everlafting ages. . 

That there arc employments, which are not conllft* 
cnt either with honefty orjuftice, may be allowed, and 
is fufEciently evident. Thefc fhould be declined from 
principle ; but no prejudice (hould be entertained a- 
gainft any. It is well when perfons are fond of their 
own bufinefs, and engage in it with that fteady pcrfe* 
verance, which is likely to infure fuccefs. But the 
«relUdifpofed ihould beware of entertaining any fuch 
over-weeding opinion of theit own abilities or manner 

of 
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of life, as may prevent them from doing jufticc 
to others, or lead them to lay any thing in the way 
of their duty, or of their own. 

They, who are prejudiced againft perfons and offi- 
ces, gradually form an undue bias againft their fpeca« 
lations and principles; and in favour of their own. 
Thus,- they do the greateft injury to themfelves, and 
place obftacles in the way of truth. Thoy, wlio arc 
neither wife nor good^ may poflibly, though not with 
equal advantage, lay down the principles of knowledge 
and virtue, though it be juftly lamented, when any a£l 
inconfiftently with their principles; yet this is not a 
(ufficient rcafon why any ftiould rejedk the principles 
themfelves. - 

They alfo may be led into great errors, who, from 
being partial to perfons, embrace their opinions, which 
they do not carefully examine. Inquirers after truth 
(hould put themfelves on their guard, that they may 
not be biafled by any confiderations, which are inde-. 
pendent of reafon and argument. 

They (hould like wife beware of thofe prejudices, the 
reverfe of what have been mentfoned, which would 
lead them to conceive too unfavourably of fuch as dif- 
fer, or too favourably of fuch as agree, with them in o- 
pinion. Without doubt, truth is but one; yet few 
there are who find it. Who can be fully aflured, that 
they are not in fome degree interefted or prejudiced 
themfelves ? If the children of men be the creatures of 
the circumftances in which they are placed, how do 
even the friends of truth know, that in certain Ctua- 
tions, they themfelves (hould not become the votaries 

of 
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of error and fuperftition? Wlulft, therefore, they 
would willitigly teach others their miftakes, they (hould 
feel that compaf&on for them, which, in their (late, 
they, themfelvesj would require ; and (hould blend the 
fpirit of candour and meeknefs, with that of honefty 
and perfuafion. 

Such are the general features of prejudice. It ob- 
ftru£ls the lifefulnefs, it bars the happinefs, of thofe 
who are under its influence. It leads them to form 
wrong and unjuft opinions of others} and, as evil of- 
fen multiplies itfelf, it leads others to form wrong and' 
unjuft opinions of them. 

Prejudice often fprings from conceit ; and thus may 
bring thofe, who arc under its dominion, to that fatal 
flate, the ignorance of themfelves. Hence, they un- 
dertake that, for which they ^e not fitted i and will 
not engage in thofe things, for which they were evi- 
dently defigned. Prejudice makes them deaf to the 
voice, of inftfudtiort, and hardens them againft fcenes 
of diftrefs. They liften not to thofe, of whom thep 
have conceived an unfavourable opinion-, and thus, 
probably, are often the greateft enemies of themfelves. 
On the other hand', they think too well of thofe, whofe 
advice, may conduft them into what is evil and wrong. 

Whilft they are in this manner furrounded by tho 
mifts of prejudice, the light of reafon and truth can ne- 
ver pierce through the gloom. Every thing appears 
to them in a falfc and wrong point of view, and they 
run the rifk of going down to the grave with their er- 
rors and imperfeftions on their heads. 

This is a fad ftate, in which fcarcely any would al.\ 

low 
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low themfelves to be. Seldom are circumftances fb 
very unfavourably dirpofed. Many may have a loTe 
for truth in general, and may heartily parfae it; but 
fome particular prejudices may cloud their fight, and 
intercept their progrefs. 

It is propofed to examine into thefe. 
Whoever form notions, which are not founded on 
fa£ls and experience, or draw conclufions, without 
making previous neceflary obfervations, muft fill 
their minds with prejudices. In every branch of 
knowledge it has been too common to frame theories 
and fpeculations, before all the particulars conneAed 
with the fubje£l have been fairly and thoroughly exa- 
mined. Hence have arifen thofe wild notions, which, 
with . unthinking perfons, have brought wifdom into 
difrepute. The learned, it is certain, have their preju* 
dices, as well as the illiterate. They, only, are truly 
wife« who apply their knowledge to pra£lical and ufe* 
ful purpofes ; and caufe it to minifter to the happineCs 
and improvement of liuman life. Too long have the 
learned, as they have been called, amufed or fatigued 
mankiiyi with their ingenious fancies^ the ofispring of 
wild imagination, unfupported by experiments ; empty 
as dreams, and bafelefs as the vifions of the night. Ai^ 
length nothing was taken for granted, at leaft in the 
world of nature, but what was founded <m obfervation 
and experience* ^ 

It would have been weH,. if the fame mode of jyjff, 
iDg had been applied to every kind of knowledge what- 
ever. Then the childKn of men would not have be 
perplexed with thofe endlefe fyftcms, fo contrary to 
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Tcafon, which check their inquiries, trammel thd free- 
dom of difcuflion, and enchain them to error and fu- 
pcrftition. RcfpcfUrtg a ftatc of civil fociety, there 
arcj indeed, abundant prejudices; yet none are fo per- 
nicious as thofe which bar innovation and improve- 
ment. But, feparated and infulated as I wifh to be 
from all political and religibus parties, feds and deno- 
minations whatever, I feel little intercfted about the 
prejudices which concern them. Every affociation, as 
far as I can judge, requires fuch facrifices to be made, 
as to me feem to be inconfiftent with integrity. Num« 
bcrs cannot make truth. It is independent of votes. 
Reafon alone can win over difciples to what is right, 
and juft, and good. It is a prejudice, therefore, to 
lean to any thing elfe. Hence, all the great duties of 
human life may be claiTed under one head. The 
friends of truth and of man|«ind may judge of the fo- 
cial, and of the civil, by their tendency to the general 
good. Thus, they will deliver themfelves from ail 
thofe abftrad): and litigious difputes concerning rights 
and privileges, ambiguous and unmeaning terms, 
which portion out the children of men into fo many 
tribes, fecluded and feparated from one another, with- 
out any common intereft, or any common tie. Were 
the wife and good to attend folely to the duties incum- 
bent upon them i were they to cpnGder their foeial and 
civil condition as lying entirely within the regulation 
of morality 5 were all men to dirc£t the whole of their 
conduct by a regard to the general good, as involving 
« their own particular happtnefs ; and, above all, were 
;hey to refolve, that they would hearken only to the 
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voice of reafon^ and yield to nothing but the power of 
perfuafion^ a remedy would foon be provided for all 
the evils in the world. 

The day may be diftant, and it may be thought difR«. 
cult for individuals to ftera the vaft and rapid torrent 
of errors^ which pours like a deluge upon the civil 
condition of man ; but^ if truth be irreGftible, there is 
every poffible encouragement. The fmallcft pebble 
ftirs the lake. No good effort is loft^ and all things 
will and muft work together for univerfal and everlaft- 
ing good. 

If application had never been made to any other in- 
terference than the force of reafon, truth would have 
be^n far more prevalent ; but men have called in tem- 
poral power to fupport their want of argument, and have 
not been willing to^epend upon perfuafion alone. God 
knows, what duplicity has been ufed to lead perfons 
farther than they would otherwife have been difpofed 
to go ; and the iiTue has ufaally been, that their preju- 
dices have been alarmed, and they have returned to the 
fortrefs of error and fuperftition. Mankind are not to 
be deluded, even into truth and juftrce. Evil muft 
not be done, that good may come. 

Mod of the moral prejudices of mankind arife from 
an inattention to their true intercft, from not looking 
to the final iflues of things, and from not reflcfting 
with proper comprehenfion of mind, that their happi- 
nefs and their duty are one and the fame. 

But it is not private, perfonaI,.temporal utility alone 
to which mankind (hould appeal for the regulation of* 
their condufl. Virtue is indeed happinefs, but of it 
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own peculiar kind. It gives health, to the body, peace 
to the mind. It is attended with the approbation, eC- 
teem, and afFe<^ion of the wife and good. It fpreads 
the influence of worthy example, and afFedls the wel- 
fare of fociety. Finally, if revelation be tru«, good- 
ncfs hath " the promife, not only of the prefeht life, 
«* but of that which is to come/' 

But, of all prejudices, none are fo numerotis and per- 
nicious, as thofe which concern the fubje£l of religtoa. 
Jf the bed things be capable of the word abufc, they, 
who pretend to judge in any important bufinefs before 
examination, and without examination, with hade or 
paffion, in a light, partial, or fuperficial manner, muft 
(cxpeii to fall into the greated errors; They, who go 
againd thofe common principles, which are agreeable 
to reafon and truth, are mod affuredly under the influ^ 
ence of prejudice, and mud foon become the childrea 
of fuperdition. 

. Were any, for indancc, to deny the being of a God, 
they would prefently be lod in difficulties not to be fa/- 
thomed. They could not account for themfelves, for 
their (enfes, or for any of the objedls of their fenfes* 
As the defign and end of every thing feem to be good^ 
it is reafonable to trud in the benevolence of God^ a 
principle founded on judice, or on a regard to the ge- 
neral welfare of the creation. Can' any religious no- 
tions be true, which are inconfident with thefe ? or are 
there any doftrines in the Gofpel, which cannot be re- 
conciled with the proper unity and perfe£t goodnefs of 
God? 

As I believe fuch principles and doctrines to b^ 
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fdunded on prejudJctf j 1 hare tttfet failed ufing my en* 
dcavours to fliow,^ that they are fallacibtis atrf ground-- 
lefs ; but I would not depart from the fpirit of candid 
inquiry, which (hould keep tnt always open to C9nvic-* 
flon, and lead me merely to fay, if I be \^rong, t wifii 
only to be better informed ; if I be right, think with me. 

The proper cure for prejudice i$ examination. No* 
thing can be true, which is contrary to experience 
^nd fa£ls. In doubtful cafes, inquirers (hould exa<« 
amine both fides of the queftion, and ufe their moft 
ftrenuous endearoufs to keep their minds even and utr- 
biafled, till they have fairly and thoroughly examinee!. 
Whilft they are upon the fcarch for truth, they fhould 
femain fupcrior to every pafRonate emotion, and never 
fuffer anger, envy, bigotry, or any other unworthy of 
wrong feeling, to cloud their underftanding and (lop 
their inquiry. 

They, who are prejudiced againft perfons from their 
looks, words, or a£tions, (hould confider, that little de^- 
pendence can be placed upon the knowledge gained of 
the charafter from the countenance, that the meaning 
« of words may be miftaken, and that, in (hort, nothing 
but long ofofervation of the general demeanour, can 
make one man properly acquainted with the motives 
and intentions of another's heart. 

By noticing the errors of otlicr8> the wife correft 
their own. 

Hence, they (hould beware of entertaining notions,. 
contrary to thofe general principles, which appear to 
be fo firmly eftablifhed, and. fo thoroughly approved. 
Thej are as much prejudiced, who will not receive 
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what is founded on reafon^ as they,* who credulouily^ 
fwallow what is contrary to it. 

If, then, perfons be well difpofed and hearty, fincere 
anddilfgent, in the fearch for truth ; if they examine 
every thing by its conformity with reafon, and its tend- 
ency to the greateft good j if they be well acquainted 
with their own minds, and beg their heavenly Father 
to difpel their errors ; they may expe£t to be in fome 
degree delivered from thofe prejudices, which caufe fo 
many evils and miftakes among the children of. men* 
Whenever any prejudice is rifing like a mlft upon them^ 
whenever they feel inclined to pafs a judgment before, 
and without, examination, with hafte or pafBon, after 
a partial furvey, againd, or in favour of, perfons, pla- 
ces, employments, or principles, let them remember 
the advice of Philip, •« Come and fee.'* 

Let them examine all things, and hold fad that 
which is good. .... 

Thus, they will be prepared to a£l with fincerity in 
all the events, and under all the circumftances, of hu- 
man life. Thus, they will gradually become fitted for 
that future blcfled ftate^in which every prejudice will 
be fcatteredji and the light of truth will (bine for ever- 
more. 
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III. 

THE OBLIGATION OF SINCERITY IN DECLARING 
THE TRUTH. 

«' /THHE lip of truth,'' fays Solomon, «< is ofta- 
^ X <( bliOied for ever, but a lying tongue is but 
« for a mortient/* Prov. tl'u 19. 

Surely this obfervation is juft. Surely a ftrtdire-} 
gard to truth is. neceflary in the commerce of man* 
kind. . They who addi£i: .themfelves to falfehood foon 
forfeit influence, reputation, credit, and chara&er. 
Neither fincerity nor honefty is any longer allowed 
them. 

Some have pleafed themf^hres with ftating certain 
cafes in which it is not only allowable to deviate from 
truth, but in which it would be wrong to adhere to it» 
^*Human duty certainly confifts in promoting the 
greateft good upon the • whole. If, then, it can be 
fhewn that, in any inftance, a departure from truth 
will, in its remeteft confeqmnces^ efle£t a greater increafe 
of the general happinels, than the moft rigid obfer* 
vance of its laws, it cannot but be admitted that fucb 
a departure is not unlawful. 

But many cafes have been put which are not likely 
to happen 5 and even thcfe cafes have been partially 
conGdered by thofe who have argued that the obliga* 
tions of truth are not univerfal. . There, are, it may 
be, fome few inftances, in which it may feem difficult 
for pcrfons to determine how they (hould aft. Thef 
inftances call for their moft diligent and impartial at 
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tcntion. Whenever they arc in doubt, they fliould 
not make a hafty examination. All their difcretioa 
muft be ufedy and all iheir bonefty muft b« exevcUed.* 
Gentle minds may be tempted to, decline telling pain- 
ful truths ; but the wife and good fiiould be careful 
how they leive this diTdgree^Ue office Co the talkative' 
and the fim{d^. 

A regard to expedien<^ andpl^cy lead^fatth^ thAti 
may atfirft be imagined. They t^nd to mafce men 
ftlfift and woridlyi and render them timid and itire- 
folute in the caufc of truth and duty. If they do not 
kad titm intd error, they may have a perniciob^ 
effe£l upon others ; efpecially u^yon thofe who are not 
fufficiently given to reflcAion, or whofe prevailin|( 
motive is private intereft. 

"Whenever, therefore, afly 6n<* is tempted to difguife 
the truth, he fhould at kaft confider firft the neceffity 
of the cafe; he Ihould weigh all the probable and real 
advantages; he (hould refleA on the influence of hii 
example; and, above all, he fhould remember hoiv 
much he may weaken in htmfelf a regard and love fot 
truth, by a departure from it on any the moft trifling 
eecaCon. 

Veracity and fincerity arc not only neceflary but 
ufeful in focicty. They unite the children of men tcy 
cn€ another in bonds of the ciofeft and moft endearing 
fcllowlhip* They who depend upon others, (hould 
give others reafon to depend upon them. They who 
deceive, can expe£i only to be deceived. A fair and 
upright behaviour fccures the cftcem even of thofe wha 
are not diftinguiflied for it In the commerce of thr 
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world nothing is (b ferviceable as tLat (lerUng honeftj 
which fcorns all mean deceir^ all U>w cunning, aU 
paltry equivocfttioni and every tendency to diflemble. 

Many plead in favour of telling the truth by halves; 
as if it were ju(l to delude mankind into what is right, 
and to take up the arms of error in the caufe of inte* 
grity. 

But if thi truth be only partially told, it is too often 
as open to objedions as if it were error; and the 
whole hoft of prejudices become united, before truth 
can come with any advantage to the attack. And 
were it indeed advifeaUe never to give of&nce, are not 
the children of error and fuperftition in general much 
fooner roufed to indignation by hints againft their 
a^oa», than bj an hotieft declaration and defence of 
the truth i h not, at lead, an advantage given them 
to mifreprefent the truth, and to calumniate its inju* 
dicious friends ? Is not this advantage frequently em» 
braced with eagerncfs, and puihed to its utmoft ex* 
tent. 

Bacon has well obferved, that << knowledge is 
<< power i" and it may be added, that the influence of 
reafon is fo ftrong that nothing can bear it down. Its 
progrefs may be flow, but it is effectual. If twenty 
perfons were but to tell the whole truth to-day, and 
to accompany it with its proper arguments, thoufands 
might believe it to-morrow. 

Is it not the duty of chriftians to obferve.the di^ 
regions of Jefus, " What I tell you in darknefs, fpcak 
« ye in light: what ye hear in the car, proclaim upon 
«< the houfe-tops." 

i There 



t 36 ) 

There rtiay, however, be a time to keep filehce; 
which the wife will not fail to difcover and obferve* 
Sometimes a regard to truth itfelf may lead its friends 
not to declare their opinions. If perfons be not dif- 
pdfed or likely to confider^ it is vain to think of com^- 
pelling them. If it be not probable they will be con- 
vinced, wherefore fliould any labour to convince them ? 
Nay, is that not danger of riveting them in error, by 
cppofing thofe prejudices which cling to them as the 
ivy clings to the oak ? 

There is, however, an infallible rule, if men wiH 
only apply it. The general good, fairly and thorough- 
ly conGdered, will unerringly determine them. On 
fubje£^s of importance, therefore, it is unqueftionably 
their duty not merely to profefs what they believe, but 
to fupport their faith by the moft convincing argu- 
ments they can colleft. What though the friends of 
truth do fubjedl themfelves to inconveniences, — what 
though the unthinking reproach them, — what though 
the worff of worldly evils fall upon them,— are they 
not iii the way of their duty ? and have not many of " 
the greateft and bcftxharafters whom the world ever 
faw preceded them in the fame path ? 

Would the children of men never defert « the Van* 
« tagc ground of reafon,*' truth would be found and 
acknowledged.— It is mapifeft that thofe teachers, at 
Icaft, are not to be juftified, who conceal from their 
pupils any thing of what they come to learn. -All per- 
fons, indeed, fpeak their fentiments upon the works 
and appearances of nature, without moleftation, hin- 
drance, 6r refcrve* But when religion^ or fome other 
i fubjefts^ 
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fubje£t$i whidh concern- the happincfs of Iiutnan life^ 
come under con£deration| the friends of mankind are 
informed how ufeful it is to conceal their opinions i 
and not only to conceal, but to deceive, by ufing lan- 
guage which conveys one. jde^ to the wife, and ano- 
tlieV to the vulgar. It is our duty to difcufs every 
iubjedi which may minifter to the comfort and im- 
provement of mankind. How abfurd, then, confider- 
ed in this light, »re the common rules of fafliionabl^ 
converfation I We debar ourfelves from every intereft- 
ing iubje& through a falfe fear of difputation ; and the 
confequcnce is, tbiit every difpu^e, when it happens to 
occur, becomes, what is apprehended, a kind of tem« 
peft in the intelle^at world. Were all to fpeak what 
they believe to belthe whole truth, thefe angry debates 
MTould feldom occur : The friends of truth would be 
better informed ; each would be confcious of his own 
benevolent intentions, and would be ready to impute 
like motives to others* , , . *. 

• Surely they are much deceived who imagine it of 
little confequence what fentiments are entertained of 
God and religion. One fingle truth may in itfelf 
'feem of fmall moment; but if it be traced through all 
its conne£lions aad eSe£ts, it. will probably be feen 
that it continually rifes and increafes in value. Be- 
fides, in the endlefs divcifity of opinions. Truth can 
be. but one; and they may be long in arriving at the 
end of their journey, who do not take the beft and 
Ihotteft path. By not honeftly advancing and main« 
taining their opinions, they may, obftru£l the progrefs 
of religious knowledge, and be acceflary to that crimi- 
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nal indifiFerence, which not unfrequemly goes under 
the fpecious name of moderation and tibcFality. If 
any be known to diflemblej (and who can long keep it 
unknown ?) they will experienoe all thofe mconvenien*- 
ce8 whieh attend a difpegard to truth. They wiUbq 
unhappy in their own minds: They muft be contum* 
ally Bpon their guard left they be difcovered : 'Fhty 
will lofe the efteem of the wife, Tiriuoue, and difce?n-* 
Ing; and wHl have no juft preten&ons to worth and 
confiftancy of charader. 

' Th€y (hi^uld not, however, be fo ibllcitou^ to make 
known wl>at opinions they have embraced, as for what 
reafons they have embrace^d them. 

The holy fcriptures direS: chnAlans not to concea) 
any part of thecounfel ©f God 5 and the holy fcrip- 
tnres reveal what that counfel is^. To them alone^ 
then, let their advocates honeflly appeal ; whilft they 
lay them oppn to the freeft and fail>eft dlfcuffion. 

It muft be acknowledged, indeed, to be compara* 
tively a fmall matter what religSil^us fexitimcnts men 
cmbrftGe, unlefs in the whole^ of 'their condu3; they 
pay an inviolable regard to truth and (incerity. But 
it muft be remembered, on the one hand, that they 
who continue fiocere and fteady in the profefGon of 
their religious opinions, will be difpoied uniformly to 
enltft in the fervice of tru^h ; and, on the other hand^ 
that if, in the common affairs of life, they diftinguife 
themielvesas the friends |>f truth, they will enter with 
furprifing advantages in their favour japon the confidero 
ations pf religion, and will be moft likely to attain 
thofe certain at)d happy principles which nothijig will 
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ever efi^ce, which may make them wifcr and better in 
the prefent (late, and render them bleflcd for ever. 

The virtues and the vices are always in clofe com- 
paft, in firm alliance. They who diftinguifli thcm- 
felvcs by a love and regard for truth, (land very high 
in'the opinion and effcem of the wife and good. Thefe 
are the perfons to whom others entruft their lives, 
their property, or whatever they hold dear. Mankind 
are perfuaded that fuch perfons will not betray the 
confidence which is placed in them. A high fenfe of 
honour ufually dwells with them. Every thing mean 
they regard with abhorrence. 

Surely there is a beautiful confiftency, a delightful 
harmony, in the union of the virtues. In perfons of 
real honour, of fteady integrity, there is a noble foun- 
dation laid for a temple confecrated to religion and 
general goodwill. 

But kind afFe<aion and brotherly love cannot have 
any place in thofe who have thrown afide all regard 
for truth; in thofe who arc devoted to infincerity and 
deceit : For wherefore ihould they be infincere, where- 
fore Oiould they deceive, but for their own private and 
particular intereft? "Whatever prctenfions they may 
make to generofity, charity, or piety, it may juflly 
be queftioned whether thefe difpoiitions fpring from 
the heart } or whether, in reality, they are not aflumcd 
for fome interefted purpofe y to fecure the good opini, 
on of the world, to acquire advantage, or fame.*-« 
Truth, therefore, is worthy to be fought, and fit to be 
cultivated, for its own fake, and for the fake alfo of 
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thofe lading advantages with which it is generally at- 
tended. 

The gTeatcft and beft chara£^ers» in every age, have 
been eminent for the mod facred regard to truth. 
I'hey have not only fearched fox knowledge with un- 
remitting perfeverance, but they have cherllhed in 
their minds thofe noble and honourable principles, 
which fet them above every temptation to falsehood 
and deceit. * 

Of Jcfus Chrift, particularly, it is written, that 
<< guile was not to be found in his mouth." He him- 
felf gave this glorious teftimony to Nathaniel, that he 
wa8>< an Ifraelitc indeed, in whom there was no 
guile." It was conC<}ercd as a blot in the charafter of 
Peter, that in the hour of danger he meanly denied 
his mailer. Their perGfling in an oftentatious and im- 
pudent lie was the caufe of the death of Ananias and 
Sapphira. Their fad fate was unqueftionably intended 
. as a warning to the difciples to perfevere in the paths 
of fmcerity and truth. Had the difciples tiot thus per- 
fevered, chriftianity might have funk into everlafting 
oblivion. For who would give credit to thofe who arc 
not the followers of truth, yet who conftantly appeal 
to the fincerity of their teftimony ? 

With what manly indignation did Jefus expofe the 
evafxon and infincerity of the Pharifees I With what 
animation did he exprefs himfelf at the bar of Pilate ! 
<^ For this end was I born, and for this caufe came I 
« into the world, that I might bear witnefs to the 
•'truth." What fimplicity and fincerity does he re- 
commend in the precept, "Let your communication 
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" be yea, yea •, nay, nay.** If the pafTage be rendered, 
•« Let your yes be yes, and your no, no," chriftians 
have a precept which forbids every kind of deceit, and 
enjoins the ftrifteft veracity. Wherefore, indeed, 
fliould there be a revelation, but to enlighten mankind 
with the knowledge of the truth, and to furnifti them 

r with thofe juft principles which would keep them 

faithful and fteadfaft to the end ? " Sawftify my dif^ 
«' ciples," prayed Jcfus, •• with thy truth : thy word 
•' is truth." — The main corruptions which have been 
introduced into the chriflian religion have been the 
offspring of infincerity and diflimulation. They have 
fprung from difhoneft fhame, and from a blameable 

^ defire to keep well with the world. Nothing fo much 

at prefent prevents the fpread of the everl^fting gofpel^ 
* as that worldly fpirit and temper which have infefted 
thofe who call themfclves the difciples of Chrift. 

When, however, it is written, that the mod glo- 
rious bleffings are promifed to the faithful, chridians 
arc not to undcrftand that the bleflings will be theirs 
only who have adopted the right fyftem of religious 
belief; but that all they who faithfully profefs what 
they believe upon convifkion, who zGt up to the light 
within them, and who are finccrc in their opinions 
and endeavours, will " receive the end of their faith 
•* in the falvation of their fouls." — ^Truth.and Cnccritjr 

^ arc at any time the brighteft jewels in the crown of 

faith; but nothing fo much adorns the friends of' 
truth, as a ftcady, apoftoUcal virtue, in the midft of 
apoftacy and danger. 

D.a Othat 
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O that all the children of men would refolve to 
<« buy the truth, and fell it not ! ** Nor is it only of 
confequencc that they (hould be fteady to their profef- 
fion J but they fliould not difgrace it by a mean^ dif-- 
honefti or deceitful behaviour. The friends of man- 
kind {hould approve themfelves juft and upright and 
true: They (hould be particularly cautious in making 
promifes ; much more in taking oaths. The word of 
the honeft fhould certainly be as good as their oath. 
The duty of the confcientious is to confider carefully 
what is right| and what is wrong ; and tbenj without 
entering into unnecefTary engagements, to do the 
right, and decline the wrong. Great is the force of 
example. * If the otherwife well-difpofed and enlight- 
ened make ra(h promifes, or take oaths in a hcedlefs 
manner, there are thofe who, guided by low intereft 
and miftakcn felf-love, will make light of their word, 
and will not fcruplc to perjure themfelves in the fight 
of the Moft High God. 

Surely when approved and popular moralifts con- 
Tidor a great multitude of the oaths taken in thia coun- 
try as nmtter of courfe, anj4 of little Cgnification, it 
bccom'es the friends of mankind to fliew the fallacy of 
their reafonings. Whatever commandments they break, 
whatever duties they decline, whatever iujullice they 
commit, they in fa£l, in a degree, teach others to do 
the fame.. . : • • 

Hence we Ihoirld cautioully avoid all thofe practices, 
which, however they may be underftodd, however 
they may be explained away, have cert&inly a baneful 
1 ' influence 
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influence on thofe whom feme may choofe to call the 
lower ranks in fociety. If fervants, for inftance, be* 
ordered to fay that thofe whom they ferve are not at 
liome, when they are indifpofed or engaged, they^ at 
lead, are taught to lie ; and, with a cowardly ' fpirit, 
are ufed as thef inftruments of injuftice. Why would 
not the real truth do ? and where is the harm of tel-. 
ling improper vifitors that the wife and good do not 
wi(h for any intimacy with them ? 
: The world may gild over thcfc venial oflTcncc^, as 
fome may think proper to call them, and may make 
nice diftin£lions between greater and fmaller faife-^ 
hoods \ but it is impoiBble by any arguments to defend 
the injuflice of deceit; and.it tnay be faid of 'the moib 
innocent who are given to its praflice, that they are 
deceiving themfelves, and fo relaxing the facred obli«: 
gations of morality ; till, in the time of temptation, 
they themfelves become totally defencelefs, and at once. 
^nter, without any refiftance or compunAion, into the 
fervice of treachery and lying. 
. Many profefs to be ihocked with a profane oath ( 
and I Jcnow not why they fliould be left fo with cycry^ 
inftance of diiliipulation among the children of men*. 
An oath of this kind may proceed from the tranfient 
emotions of paflion; butrgoile of t\tx^^ kin'd iffucs; 
from the deliberate deterfninatton of the heart, and is 
therefore worfe in its nati^re, and more.dtcadful.in its 
influential codfequences* . 

Thefe argumenu (hould lead weU^dilpofrd minds to 
be equally correA in /ti^i^r///^.ail4.CO|iitn99mcatinj^ in- 
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formation^ and to beware of that too common pro-* 
penfity to fi£lion and embellifliment^ in thofe who 
have gained the unfortunate charafler of telling a good 
ftory. 

Surely it (hews no great genius to tell an extrava- 
gant lie ; nor can any dependence be placed on thofe 
who are habitually addided to the praQice. 
. It is particularly incumbent upon children to attend 
to thefe obfervations. 

Nothing is fo tender as cbara£ter and reputation : 
If they be once loft, they arc fcarccly, if ever, reco- 
vered. 

On thefe accounts, it is wrong and dangerous to 
tell a falfehood even in jeft. 

If the young thus mock at the facred obligations o£ 
tf uth ; if they thus wantonly fport with what ifr inva- 
luable i if, for their pleafure and amufement, they can 
lie and deceive ; it will ealily be conceived that any 
prefent intereft wUl, with greater force, compel them 
to the fame cartful and difingenuous condu3:. 
: How far they may be led away from truth and fin- 
cerity, what lengths they may go in the path of falfe- 
hood, what (hocking and deteftable habits they may 
form of dilhoneft meannefs and lying, they may eafily 
gather, when they reflect that one lie may require 
many lies to make it good; that they may repeat them 
frequently to many perfons, till no one will have; any 
thing to do with them ; and that in defpair they may 
commit adions which may involve them in mifery, or 
king them to an untimely end. 
1 For 
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For this reafoD parents ihouid be on their guard, 
left children fiiould catch the infie£lion of deceit from 
them. 

Their ofl^pring will very foon take them for their 
pattern : ftrong, then, (hould be their motives to (tt 
them a gpod example. 

When parents con'fider what influence they have 
over their children, they (hould be doubly cautious, for 
their own fakes and for theirs, not to be inCncere, or 
to deceive. Hence they are in fome meafure account- 
able to God for the future condu£t of the rifing gene- 
ration. 

If parents do not aim to cherifii in their children a 
love and regard for truth ; if they always fpeak and 
ad at random, and fometimes with a bad, deceitful^ 
treacherous, and artful defign, they may be fure the 
guilt of their oflFspring will pour a toncnt of mifcry 
upon them; their repentance will be their torture, 
. even though it Ihould produce their own amendment^ 
It is inefFeflual, becaufe it is too late; it cannot reme- 
dy the evil which has been occafioned, becaufe the 
evil has been done to the mind of another. But if, 
on the other hand, they cultivate in their children a 
facred regard for truth and fincerity, and if they fet 
them examples fuited to recommend thefe excellent 
virtues, they will be blefled with their good and duti- 
ful behaviour; they will rejoice in the good cha- 
rader, in the unfullied reputation, which they have 
enabled them to acquire and maintain; they will 
receive increafing plcafurc and fatisfaftion from the 

con- 



tconfjplo'ufhefs that they have fulfilled their duty, and 
« anfw^cred the ends of a wife and good Providence, by 

bringing up thofe who will ferve him on earth, and 
' be admitted along with them into tlie liappy family of 

heaven. 
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